
Bury Church of England High School 

Geography Department Intent 

Geography is the study of the world we live in. 
 

Intent 
 
The principle aim and purpose of geography is to develop students’ sense of the physical and human 
environment and the interactions and interdependent nature of these environments. Geography should 
broaden students understanding of places, spaces, landscapes, the physical and human processes which 
shape them and the people who live in them. 
 
The study of Geography offers a broad curriculum, uses a wide range of diverse skills and covers a large 
body of knowledge. This body of knowledge includes locational, place, Physical Geography, Human 
Geography and sustainability.  
 
Students will investigate a wide range of people, places and environments at local, national and global scale 
and will explore economic, social, political and environmental factors that affect contemporary geographical 
issues. 
 
The curriculum is designed to incorporate four assessment objectives from Year 7 to Year 11 which are: AO1 
Knowledge, AO2 Understanding, AO3 Application and AO4 skills. As a knowledge engaged curriculum, we 
believe that knowledge underpins and enables the application of skills; both are entwined. Through this 
approach, the discipline offers a broad range of ways of learning, from analysing maps and graphs, to writing 
fluent prose, to decision making exercise, enquiry-based exercise, explanation, application and evaluation. 
In doing these methods, they will identify geographical questions and form and develop their own opinions. 
AO4 develops a range of key skills including map skills, mathematical, statistical and these key geographical 
skills are crucial life skills as they are common in numerous employment opportunities so are vital personally 
and professionally. 
 
The programme of study and SOW outline is documented on our five-year curriculum map and learning 
journey. Further rationale behind our curriculum design includes flipping from human to physical 
topics regularly so that students get a chance to find something that they like within the curriculum delivery. 
The spiral design of the five-year curriculum is aimed at revisiting topics to promote learners’ confidence. 
Each time students revisit a topic, they are exposed to more complex content, building on what they have 
already learnt. We ensure the level of challenge is high enough for the most able, with scaffold and support 
available for students who need it. 
 
The SOW includes a range of physical and human content in each topic so they are never solely physical or 
human focussed and include geographical issues in the past, present and future. 
 . 
Implementation  
 
We aim to create the very best geographers. We do this by quality first teaching which ensures students 
understand geographical principles and can apply them in a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts from 
around the world. We vary topics between human and physical geography to provide a varied and balanced 
appreciation of the ideas, skills and topics in this discipline. 
 
We challenge students to ‘know, understand, apply and have skills’ like a geographer, by having clear 
assessment objectives. These objectives are clearly highlighted in lesson tasks at KS3 and we are developing 



this approach at KS4 and assessments are created by fully incorporating the assessment objectives. This is 
enabling us to define the core knowledge our students need to master. 
Collaborative curriculum planning lies at the heart of what we do in the department. We are committed to 
planning, developing and evaluating our schemes of work. All our SOW are reviewed regularly and are 
adapted on a either a yearly or a three year basis to try and include up to date geographical events. In 
2021/22 we are working on several new KS3 SOW in Year 9 and improving KS4 schemes of work, such as 
developing knowledge organisers and revision programmes.  
 
In geography we implement our curriculum through a variety of teaching approaches as well as a wide 
variety of learning, teaching resources, use of regular assessment for learning, diagnostic quizzes and review 
tasks. Staff are encouraged to set regular planned revision to help the students organise and learn their 
curriculum content. 
 
We build the Cultural Capital of our students by helping them to understand the contemporary world 
around them. At GCSE students visit Blackpool for Physical and Human fieldwork enquiries and are given the 
opportunity to visit Iceland, which is a truly once in a lifetime experience. Students learn about economic 
forces and political decisions which bring geographical change. They learn about a multitude of social issues 
such as how countries are at different stages of development and how the lives of people living there are 
very different. Geography also helps to explain the many environmental issues that are changing the world 
in which these students live and how to make sense of these effects. As a powerful bridging subject 
geography has strong cross curricular links to many of the cultural capital topics the students will study in 
school. 
 
Impact 
 
We know the department is working towards improving its curriculum and overall progress. Overall progress 
is negative, at -0.1 for the last in person examination series in 2019 but is moving towards 0, with the 
progress of girls very close to 0 at -0.02. The department knows it needs to improve the progress of all 
learners, especially those that are 90-95% attendance and disadvantaged and pupil premium. The 
department is improving the percentage of students with grade 9-7, 9-5 and 9-4 and for 95% attendance 
progress is positive.   
 
The department is striving to develop the curriculum so that there is good progress and positive impact for 
our geographers at Bury Church of England High School.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


